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His Excellency David H. Wilkins, 
Ambassador of the United States to 

Canada: 
 

“The World's Greatest Success Story: The Strengths 
and Struggles of the US-Canada Relationship” 

 
 
 

 
Date:  Tuesday, September 19, 2006  
Time:  5:30pm, Reception followed by Dinner 
Location:  Regal Ballroom, Crowne Plaza  
Georgia Hotel, 801 W. Georgia St., Vancouver  
 

    $50 (members) 
    $65 (non-members) 
   $25 (student members—limited space) 
   $650 (table of ten) 

To Register: Mail this form  with your cheque or your credit card information to the CIIA Vancouver Branch, c/o James 
Taylor, Miller Thomson LLP, 1000-840 Howe St, Vancouver, BC  V6Z 2M1, or fax to: (604) 643.1200.  Payment must 
reach us by noon, Friday, September 8;  payment will not be accepted at the door.  For more information, call 
Valerie Shapiro at 604-739-3726 or Gordon Longmuir at 604-980-1718. 
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Company:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel: ________________________Fax: ________________________ e-mail: _________________________ 

Payment:  Visa       Mastercard       Cheque enclosed (Payable to CIIA Vancouver Branch) 

Card Number:_________________________________________________Expiry Date__________________ 

Signature:____________________________________________________ 

Cancellation Policy: The Vancouver Branch will issue a full refund for any reservation cancelled prior to noon, 
Friday, September 15.  No refund will be issued thereafter.  You may treat this form as your invoice; please keep a 
copy for your records. 
 
 

We are most grateful for the generosity of our sponsors: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                                                    

Victoria, Vancouver, Calgary, Saskatoon, Regina, Winnipeg, 
Thunder Bay, Hamilton, Toronto, Kingston, Ottawa, Montréal, 
Halifax, Boston 
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David H. Wilkins presented his credentials to Canada’s Governor General on June 29, 2005, 
becoming the 21st United States Ambassador to Canada. Mr. Wilkins had been nominated by President 
George W. Bush on April 27, 2005 and was confirmed unanimously by the United States Senate on May 26, 
2005.  

Wilkins resigned from the South Carolina House of Representatives where he served for 25 years – 11 as 
speaker of the House–effective June 21st to accept the ambassadorship.   

David H. Wilkins was elected speaker of the South Carolina House of Representatives in December 1994. 
He was the first Republican elected speaker in the South since Reconstruction and retired as one of the 
longest-serving speakers in the country.  
 
Speaker Wilkins began his legislative career in 1980. He quickly rose through the ranks in the House of 
Representatives, serving six years as chairman of the House Judiciary Committee and two years as speaker 
pro tem before being elected speaker.  
 
In his 25 years in the Legislature, David Wilkins has been on the cutting-edge of most major reform 
initiatives. He wrote or co-sponsored the legislation on welfare reform, property tax relief, education 
accountability, LIFE scholarships, judicial reform, government restructuring, and truth-in-sentencing. He was 
also instrumental in crafting South Carolina’s historic ethics bill and played a key role in the relocation of the 
Confederate flag and the fight to ban video gambling.  

Throughout his distinguished career, Wilkins has received numerous awards including the 2004 Excellence 
in State Legislative Leadership Award from the National Conference of State Legislatures, 2004 
Distinguished Service Award from the South Carolina Municipal Association, 2001 Distinguished Service 
Award from the South Carolina Association of Counties and the 2000 Palmetto Leadership Award from the 
South Carolina Policy Council. He has been named Outstanding Legislator of the Year by a wide range of 
organizations from the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce to the South Carolina Realtors’ Association, 
as well as being named the National Republican Legislator of the Year. He has also earned top leadership 
awards from the state Republican Party.  

Wilkins has received honorary degrees from numerous state institutions including Clemson University, the 
University of South Carolina, The Citadel, Francis Marion University and the Medical University of South 
Carolina.  

A strong supporter of President George W. Bush, Wilkins served as state chairman of the Bush-Cheney ’04 
campaign and as co-chair of the South Carolina Bush for President campaign in 2000. He was appointed by 
the President to the Board of Visitors to the United States Academy at West Point in 2002.  

Wilkins is past president of the National Speakers’ Association and past chairman of the Southern 
Legislative Conference.  

A native of Greenville, South Carolina, David Wilkins graduated from Greenville High School and received 
his undergraduate degree from Clemson University and his law degree from the University of South Carolina 
School of Law. After service in the Army, he returned to Greenville where he practiced law for more than 30 
years.  

David and his wife have two sons.                                                                                                                  


